
One Heart, One Spirit

EMPOWERING WOMEN WITH LIFE 
SKILLS 
St. Vincent’s Parish, led by Spiritan 
Father Samuel Odogbo, C.S.Sp., is  
located in the town of Aliade, in 
Benue State, Nigeria. 

The parish is comprised of a large 
number of widows, who after the 
death of their husbands found them-
selves without an income. 

Eager to help these women hone 
their sewing skills to create sus-
tainable income for themselves and 
their families, Fr. Odogbo launched a 
sewing cooperative. 

In order for the initiative to be 
successful, ten new sewing machines 
needed to be purchased.  

SPIRITANS IN NIGERIA
Spiritans have a rich history in Africa, inaugurating 
the modern missionary outreach to West Africa in the 
1840s, and having ministered to Nigeria since 1885. 

The foundation of what is now the Province of Nigeria 
was laid in 1952 with the establishment of the Holy 
Ghost Juniorate Ihiala. The province currently has 140 
men in Spiritan formation.

The Spiritan ministry is one of presence and hope, 
with a history of serving the poor and marginalized. 

Our mission today goes beyond the pastoral services 
of administering the sacraments and teaching religion, 

and tends to basic 
human needs of food, 
shelter, and clothing. 

Through education 
and community  
service, we walk 

alongside the disadvantaged and help them overcome 
the problems that make each day a struggle. 

A CALL ANSWERED
Through the generosity of faithful 
supporters like YOU, we were able 
to provide $5,000 in support of this 
worthwhile project. 

Your selfless contributions delivered 
far more than just sewing machines. 
You brought hope to women who 
might otherwise not experience 
hope. 

You gave them a brighter future, full 
of possibilities. 

You gave them a life-changing skill, 
and the tools they need to provide for themselves and 
their children. 

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for your 
giving spirit. We are grateful to you...and so are the 
women whose lives you changed. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Spiritan Office for Mission Advancement 
1700 West Alabama Street, Houston, TX 77098 
713.522.2882 
 
www.Spiritans.org/Donate

Spiritans

Nigerian Sewing Cooperative

The Congregation of the Holy 
Spirit, or “Spiritans,” is a Catholic 
religious congregation whose 
mission for more than 300 years 
has been to evangelize the poor 
and marginalized all over the 
world. 


